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portant mental health is-
sues tend to be neglected 
because of “survivor guilt”: 
“What may not mean 
something today to you 
may mean something to 
our experts who start con-
necting the dots,” Kelly 
said. Resnick and Kelly 
urge SPI members and 
friends who spent time at 
Ground Zero to “always 
remind every physician that 
you worked on 9/11.” The 
inspiring duo say that they 
are available 24/7 and are 
willing to help with filling 
applications to the free pro-
gram: www. www.cdc.gov/
wtc/ or 1-888-702-0630. 
  

“Your passion and dedi-

cation are… incredible.” 
One SPI member spoke 
for many when thanking 
speakers Garrison   
Resnick and Jeanlouise 
E. Kelly at our April 24 
dinner dedicated to the 
health issues of first 
responders and volun-
teers at the World Trade 
Center on 9/11. Resnick 
and Kelly are director 
and coordinator, respec-
tively, of outreach and 
education at Mount Si-
nai’s Selikoff Center for 
Occupational Health. 
They are retired NYPD 
officers who worked at 
Ground Zero and are 
now patients enrolled in 
the federally funded 
WTC Health Program. 
“It re-energizes us to 

listen to your personal ac-
counts of your experiences 
on 9/11,” Resnick said to 
the audience, which includ-
ed many former law en-
forcement and military per-
sonnel. Thirteen years after 
the devastating attacks, 
Resnick and Kelly believe 
that there are still individu-
als who spent time at 
Ground Zero and don’t re-
alize how much their sacri-
fices have affected their 
health. Kelly described pat-
terns of ailments that tend 
to strike first responders 
exposed to the toxic WTC: 
sinus illnesses, asthma, 
acid reflux, auto-immune 
diseases, and many types 
of cancers. “Sometimes 
people don’t even know 
that they are sick until they 
come in for their evalua                      
tion,” she said. And im-

SPI’s 58th Anniversary Dinner is scheduled for September 

18, 2014.  Two outstanding law enforcement officials have 

been selected as this year’s honorees.  Read about these   

individuals in this month’s edition.  Save the date now, you 

won’t want to miss the networking event of the year.    
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Book ‘Em: Panel Discussion on Insider Theft  

P A G E  2  

On Wednesday May 7, 

2014 at 6:PM, the John Jay 

College of Criminal Justice  

Harren Hall. Room 630, 

899 10th Ave., NY, NY  

will be presenting a discus-

sion of Insider theft of li-

braries and archives.  Em-

ployees, once motivated 

to steal, know their insti-

tution’s security system—

and its loopholes. And it 

can take years and hun-

dreds of thousands of dol-

lars or irrecoverable loss-

es, before insider thieves 

are caught.  Admission is 

$10.00. Registration must 

be made in advance at  

  http://nycarchivists.org/

calendar?

even-

tId=890695&EventViewMode

=EventDetails. Please regis-

ter no later than Tuesday 

May 6. You must pay in ad-

vance online to attend this 

program.     

September 18, 2014 
beginning at 6:PM.  
This is a full sit down 
dinner with open bar 
and valet parking. This 
year’s honorees  are 
detailed further on.   

By popular demand, 
SPI is returning to 
Giondo on the Water 
in Williamsburg Brook-
lyn for our 58th Anni-
versary Dinner.  The 
dinner will be held on 

vided testimony in courts 

throughout the United 

States. He is a member of 

the Audio Engineering So-

ciety, American Guild of 

Court Videographers, Na-

tional Association of 
Criminal Defense Lawyers 

and the New York State 

Criminal Defense Lawyers. 

 

 

Mr. Frank Piazza is a court

-qualified expert in audio 

and video enhancement, 

digitization, authentication 

and analysis. As a forensic 

audio and video profes-

sional he has participated 
in numerous trials and in-

vestigations and has pro-

     Audio-Visual Enhancements for Investigators 5/22/14 

SPI Returns to Brooklyn for Our 58th Anniversary 

 

Education, 

training and 

networking are 

the hallmarks of 

the Society of 

Professional 

Investigators 
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ALDONYS-SPI Training May 14 

P A G E  3  M A Y  2 0 1 4  

This seminar is being pre-
sented by the Associated 
Licensed Detectives of 
New York State 
(ALDONYS) with the Soci-
ety of Professional Investi-
gators (SPI) which will be 
offering CPEs at no extra 
cost for those attendees 
requiring same. Six CPE 
credits, including 1 credit 
for the Ethics requirement 
of the ACFE will be given 
with a certificate of at-

tendance. The cost is $55 
per attendee and includes 
lunch. Payment should be 
made through the ALDO-
NYS website . http://
aldonys.org/news.php?
storyid=84 
Date:   May 14th 
Time:  9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Venue:   John Jay College 
of Criminal Justice 
Address:  524 West 59th 
Street (at 10th Avenue), 
New York City 

Room:  9th Floor Confer-
ence Room  
Cost:   $55.00 - Includes 
Lunch 
Topics include: 
 Transitioning from 

public to the private 
sector 

 The Law and Ethics of 
Investigations 

 Strategic Interviewing 
 Getting Away with 

Murder 
 Undercover operations 
 

to  “like” and subscribe to 
alerts on our new Face-
book page facebook.com/

SPInvestigators .  Are you 
mentioned in the media 
this morning or are you 
going to make an appear-
ance on TV later?  Publish-
ing an article? Organizing 

SPI is now on multiple so-
cial networks to share up-
dates and news relevant 
to professionals of all dis-
ciplines related to investi-
gations and criminal jus-
tice.  Follow us on Twitter: 
@SPI detectives and look 
forward to your invitation 

an event or just seeing 
something that could be 
of interest to other SPI 
members?  Please let us 
know so that we can relay 
the news!  E-mail the Pres-
ident at : 

SPIsocial@usa.com    

house investigators and 
other staff to run investi-
gations arising from secu-
rities fraud class actions, 
false claims, and other 
complex suits.  An investi-
gative attorney, Alex also 
serves as the firm’s de fac-
to in-house counsel.   

 

Welcome new SPI mem-
ber, California-raised New 
Yorker Alex Vargas, direc-
tor at Gryphon Strategies, 
an investigation firm in 
White Plains, NY. Alex 
oversees the litigation 
support department, 
managing a team of in-

 Welcome New SPI Member Alex Vargas 

  VISIT SPI ON SOCIAL MEDIA   

Since 1956 

SPI has been 

the premier 

fraternal 

organization 

for the 

investigative 

community 

Education, 

training and 

networking are 

the hallmarks of 

the Society of 

Professional 

Investigators 
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http://facebook.com/SPInvestigators
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Remember the headline-grabbing story of a wrongly convicted Brooklyn 
man named Jonathan Fleming who was exonerated of murder and re-
leased after 24 years in jail on April 8? Only a few media reports revealed 
how two dedicated private investigators played a major role in helping 
Fleming be cleared of murder. Our friends at Aldonys recently celebrated 
these “unsung heroes of justice,” who turn out to be their own Bob Rahn 
(also a member of SPI) and his “work wife” Kim Anklin. The visibly elat-
ed duo attracted a full room of P.I.s and security professionals at Buon Ami-
ci in White Plains on April 30 and shared their inspiring story. 
 
In August 1989, Jonathan Fleming was arrested for killing a man in the vi-
cinity of a Brooklyn housing project. At trial, the jury heard evidence that 
Fleming was at Disney World with family members at the time, but he was 
nevertheless convicted of homicide and sentenced to 25 years to life in 
prison. “His mother contacted us after doing a Google search over a year 
ago,” said Rahn, founder of Management Resources Ltd., in New York. 
“Prior to us, the family had hired four private investigators and had kind of a 
bad taste in their mouth because P.I.s had been unable to help. But they in-
terviewed us over the phone, Jonathan Fleming interviewed us from prison, 
and we decided to do it, taking a small retainer.” 
 

Two New York PI’s Help Exonerate 
an Innocent Man. 
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The partners located one of the actual perpetrators of the crime, who iden-
tified the true shooter and confirmed that Fleming was innocent. It also 
turned out that crucial pieces of evidence were not disclosed at trial, and 
as a whole, “the original case was a total screw-up from many people,” 
said Rahn. In her cell phone, Kim has many photos of Jonathan Fleming 
walking out of court a free man, including his first ever “selfie”. The exoner-
ated man and his P.I.s have gone to Nets games together, and keep in 
touch. “This investigation was the most rewarding work I’ve ever done,” 
said Anklin, beaming. “I used to lose sleep over my client, but now I lose 
sleep thinking: how many others are the same situation out there? I really 
encourage you to take these investigations.” 

 

Photo credit (Management Resources Blog.) 
You can read more about this case on the investigators' blog: http://managementresources.wordpress.com/ 

Fleming’s former attorney, who had worked pro bono, gave the team a “big 
box of documents,” and “it became clear that there was no physical evi-
dence linking Fleming to the scene,” recalled Anklin, a former Ventura, 
California PD crime and intelligence analyst. When they visited the crime 
scene, the duo realized that the one eyewitness who “saw” the shooting 
was more than a football field away at the time. Other discoveries were al-
so encouraging, but the P.I.s faced several problems: finding an attorney 
for their client (they convinced his former lawyer to pitch in again), and rac-
ing against the clock to find new discovered evidence amid a suspenseful 
political backdrop. How would their work with the Brooklyn D.A.’s Convic-
tion Integrity Unit lead to results after the election of a new D.A. and 
change of team? 

http://managementresources.wordpress.com/


6  

You are cordially invited to the 58th Anniversary Dinner of the 
Society of Professional Investigators 

 
September 18, 2014 

 
Giondo On The Water 

Williamsburg, Brooklyn 
 

Honoring  
 

Michael Mukasey, Former Attorney General of the United States 
With the SPI Distinguished Career Award  

 
And 

 
Kenneth Thompson, District Attorney, Kings County, NY  

With the SPI Person of the Year Award 
 

And 
 

 Wounded Warriors Who Served in Iraq and/or Afghanistan in a Military 
Police, Investigative or Intelligence Capacity 
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SPI Distinguished Career Award Winner for 2014        

The Honorable Judge Michael B. Mukasey       
Former Attorney General of the United States. 

 
 

 

 

 

Michael B. Mukasey served as the 81st Attorney General of the United States from November 2007 to      
January 2009.  He oversaw all activities of the Justice Department, and advised on critical issues of domestic 
and international law.   
 
From 1988 to 2006, he served as a district judge in the United States District Court for the Southern District 
of New York, becoming Chief Judge in 2000.  While on the bench, he handled numerous cases, including the 
trial of Omar Abdel Rahman, the so-called “blind sheikh”, and nine co-defendants, convicted of a wide-
ranging conspiracy that included the 1993 bombing of the World Trade Center and a later plot to blow up 
New York landmarks, including the Holland and Lincoln Tunnels, the United Nations, and the FBI’s New York 
headquarters in lower Manhattan; and the case of Jose Padilla, arrested on a material witness warrant and 
believed to have returned to the United States to detonate a high-radiation bomb and to blow up apartment 
buildings by sealing apartments, filing them with gas, and then detonating them. 
 
Judge Mukasey began his career in private practice after graduating from Yale Law School in 1067, where he 
was a member of the board of editors on the Yale Law Journal.  He served as an Assistant U.S. Attorney for 
the Southern District of New York, in the Criminal Division, from 1972 to 1976, and as chief of that office’s 
official corruption unit in 1975-1976. 
 
From 1976 until 1987, when President Reagan nominated him to the bench, he practiced at Patterson, Belk-
nap, Webb & Tyler, where he litigated cases in state, federal and arbitral tribunals.  
 
Since February 2009, Judge Mukasey has been a partner in the New York office of Debevoise & Plimpton, 
where he is a member of the litigation department and focuses his practice primarily on internal investiga-
tions, independent board reviews and corporate governance.  The honors he has received include the     
Federal Bar Council’s Learned Hand Medal for Excellence in Federal Jurisprudence and an honorary Doctor-
ate of Laws from Brooklyn Law School. 
 
He and his wife Susan, have two children, Marc and Jessica, and two grandson, William and Benjamin       
Barkoff  
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Society of Professional Investigators  

Person of The Year Award 
Kenneth B. Thompson, District Attorney,       

Kings County, New York 
 

  
  
 In November 2013, Kenneth P. Thompson was elected the District Attorney of Kings County, Brooklyn, New 

York.  

 

District Attorney Thompson is a former federal prosecutor who served in the United States Attorney's Office 

for the Eastern District of New York, where he successfully investigated and prosecuted a wide range of crimi-

nal cases, and gained a reputation as an exceptional trial lawyer.  

 

As an Assistant U.S. Attorney, Mr. Thompson was a member of the federal prosecution team whose outstand-

ing work and legal skill forced former New York City Police Officer Justin Volpe, who brutally beat and sod-

omized Abner Louima inside a bathroom at the 70th Precinct in Brooklyn, to plead guilty during the middle of 

trial. 

  

Prior to joining the U.S. Attorney's Office, Mr. Thompson was an attorney in the United States Treasury De-

partment in Washington, D.C., where he served as Special Assistant to the Treasury Department Undersecre-

tary for Enforcement, and later the Department's General Counsel's Office. Mr. Thompson also played a key 

role on the team of lawyers and federal agents, which investigated the raid on the Branch Davidian Compound 

in Waco, Texas. In that raid, four federal agents were killed and twenty others shot.  

 

After serving as a federal prosecutor, Mr. Thompson entered into private practice and worked at a prominent 

international law firm. He then co-founded his own law firm where he represented victims -everyday men and 

women- who had suffered unlawful discrimination or sexual violence.  

 

Most notably, Mr. Thompson worked with elected officials and members of the clergy to convince the United 

States Department of Justice to reopen the investigation into the 1955 murder of 14-year-old Emmett Till in 

Mississippi. He also represented Nafissatou Diallo, the chambermaid who reported that Dominique Strauss-

Kahn, the former head of the International Monetary Fund, sexually assaulted her in a Manhattan hotel room.  

 

Early years and personal life  
 

Mr. Thompson’s mother was instrumental in his legal and public service career path. In 1973, Mrs. Thompson 

became a police officer with NYPD, and was one of the first women to go on patrol in the history of the city.  

 

Mr. Thompson attended John Jay College of Criminal Justice for his undergraduate studies and graduated 

magna cum laude. He earned his law degree at New York University Law School, where he was awarded the 

prestigious Arthur T. Vanderbilt Medal for his outstanding contributions to the law school community.  

 

Mr. Thompson resides in Brooklyn with his wife, Lu-Shawn, and their two young children.  

 

On January 1, 2014, Kenneth P. Thompson began his tenure as Kings County District Attorney, and he looks 

forward to serving the people of Brooklyn in his commitment to ensure equal justice for all.  
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Society of Professional Investigators  
58th Anniversary Celebration – Monthly Newsletter Advertisement 

Date:  September 18, 2014 Time:  6: PM 
Honoring: Judge Michael B. Mukasey, Kenneth Thompson, and the 

Wounded Warriors  
Giondo on the Water 

400 Kent Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11211 

MULTIPLE ADVERTISEMENT OPPORTUNITY 
For those of you desiring to congratulate our honorees and extend your best wishes 
in print we offer a very affordable opportunity to place your message in our monthly 
newsletter for the remainder of the year.  
Your firm's message will appear in our monthly newsletter which is distributed to over 
1500 readers..  
The rates are as follows:  
$100 Business Card 
$250 Quarter Page 
$500 Half Page 
$1000 Full Page 
$1500 Gold Page 

 
NAME: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ________________________  E-MAIL: ____________________ 
 

PROPOSED ADVERT DISPLAY: 
I wish to purchase the following advertisement: (Circle & Underline selection). 
$100 Business Card 
$250 Quarter Page 
$500 Half Page 
$1000 Full Page 

$1500 Gold Page                                         ALL CHECKS MUST BE DRAWN ON U.S. BANKS 
Make checks payable to: S.P.I., and prior to September 1st, 2014, forwarded to: 

SPI PO BOX 1087 Bellmore, NY 11710 
 
Please insert or attach on separate paper Advert/Message here:  (All entries will be returned 
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2014 Society of Professional Investigators  
58th Anniversary Celebration 
Date:  September 18th 2014. 

Time: 6:PM 
A full sit down dinner with onsite parking 

Honoring: Judge Michael P. Mukasey, District Attorney Kenneth Thompson  
and Wounded Warriors who served in Iraq and/or Afghanistan  

 
Giondo on the Water 

400 Kent Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11211 

 

Amount Due: $125.00 per guest 

 
 
ADDRESS:  _____________________________________________________________ 
------------------ 
------Phone: ----------------------________________________  E-MAIL: ____________________ 
 
 
GUEST LIST:  
 
NAME: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
NAME: ________________________________________________________________ 
 

 (Please use the reverse of this page for any further information.) 
 

ALL CHECKS MUST BE DRAWN ON U.S. BANKS 
Make checks payable to: S.P.I., and prior to September 1st, 2014, forwarded to: 

SPI PO BOX 1087 Bellmore, NY 11710 
 

Society of Professional Investigators, Inc. 
PO Box 1087, 

Bellmore, NY 11710 
 

TOTAL ATTENDEES:    TOTAL PAID:   

RETURN THIS SHEET WITH PAYMENT 
 

YOUR NAME: ______________________________________ 
(Please Print Name) 

 

2014 SPI MEMBER – YES / NO 
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one of these groups of spe-
cial status individuals.       
 

The Society of Professional 
Investigators awards free 
membership in our organi-
zation to eligible members 
of the Active Duty Military 
and Wounded Warrior Pro-
ject.  
Although the requirements 
for full and associate mem-
bership remain the same, 
the application fee, ($115)  
and yearly dues (currently 
$65) are waived for these 
individuals.  Just go the SPI 
website at 
www.spionline.info and fill 
out the application indi-
cating you are a member of 

PO Box 1087 

Bellmore, NY 11710 

Phone: 718 490 7288 

E-mail: Bsack@spionline.info  

 

 

 

 

 

For over 20  years the Mechanic  Group has specialized 

in providing insurance programs to the private security, 

investigation and electronic security industries.  For 

many years The Mechanic Group has supported SPI and 

2013 is no different.  Ask your fellow SPI members who 

provides their insurance and chances are this is the 

firm.   SPI encourages all of its members with insurance 

needs to contact the Mechanic Group at: 

800-214-0207 or by e-mail at info@mechanicgroup.com     

Society of Professional 

Investigators 

Free SPI Membership to WWP and Active Duty Personnel 

Celebrating 58 years as NYC’s Premiere 

Investigative Fraternal Organization 

“ 

We’re on the Web! 

example.com 


